WRAAF BRANCH, RAAF ASSOCIATION QLD DIVISION

NEWSLETTER

April to June 2008

WRAAF BRANCH BRISBANE

Newsletter  -  July to September 2011
Australian Flying Corps and Royal Australian Air Force Association Queensland Division

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Ladies,

How fast has 2011 gone?  It is nearly October and Christmas is just around the corner so I hope you are all ready for the big day.  I was just reading the Newsletter from this time last year and we were working steadily on the preparations for the Reunion.  I still have members tell me what a wonderful weekend they had.  I will not be at the next meeting or the Christmas Lunch as I will be cruising around New Zealand with my Mum.  I hope you all have a great lunch and I will see you at the All Services Morning Tea in December.

Until then keep fit and well and I will be thinking of you all on the 12th November.

Dianne

*****************************************************
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
Our Health and Well-Being Officer, Cheryl Souvlis, keeps on sending out birthday greetings and get well cards to our members and regularly keeps in contact with members who are not faring too well.  So if you know someone who is not well, going or been to hospital or has experienced a bereavement let Cheryl know.  Cheryl’s phone number is 3286 2076 or her email address is: souviecandp@bigpond.com 

*****************************************************

VALE
Delma Stollznow (Sqn Ldr), passed away 12 September 2011, aged 78 years.  Delma was one of the early members of the WRAAF Branch Brisbane.  She enlisted as a Clerk General in 1953 and was on Recruit Course No. 45, but re-mustered to the Service Police and attained Flight Sergeant rank.  In May 1955 she was commissioned as a Section Officer and served as WRAAF Officer at various bases.  With the integration of the WRAAF into the RAAF, she transferred to Special Duties Administration and served for a total of 27 years.  Twenty members of the WRAAF Branch Brisbane attended her funeral service and sympathies were extended to Delma’s brother Max and other family members.  Delma will be sadly missed by the members of the WRAAF Branch in Brisbane.  Her extensive collection of WRAAF/RAAF memorabilia and uniforms will be donated to the RAAF Museum in Townsville and the new Aviation Heritage Centre at RAAF Base Amberley.

Patricia Margaret White (former president Victorian Branch) 3rd May 2011
Yvonne TOZER (nee BESHMAN) Course 115.

Yvonne died on June 30th 2011 after a relatively short illness. Yvonne was a Commissioned JP and served faithfully at the Rockingham Magistrate’s Court. She was a highly valued member in her place of work and an article published by them states “Yvonne Tozer was an inspiration to us all, her integrity was that which one would expect of a loving, caring and generous person. And she was all of these and more.”

*******************************************************

WELCOME TO THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE WRAAF BRANCH BRISBANE
Christine Baldwin (nee Tierney), Recruit Course 121, Cook, served at Amberley and Richmond, joined for two enlistments, 1962 -1966 and 1968-1974.

*******************************************************

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING ?
WRAAF Functions

· Ex-Servicewomen’s Church Service on 31 July –This service went very well with Chaplain Jacqui Hurren delivering the sermon again.  About a dozen members attend the church service and also stayed on for lunch afterwards with the other 40 ex-servicewomen.

· Christmas Lunch on the Kookaburra Queen -   By all accounts the lunch on the Kookaburra Queen on Saturday, 13 August, was very enjoyable and a good time was had by all.

· Tri-Service Lunch - Once again this was an enjoyable lunch and delightful afternoon with over 130 attending from the Gold Coast/Tweed to the Sunshine Coast.  This year the singing competition went to the Defence Service Nurses for a little ditty about bed pans.  The Navy tried their best to retain the trophy with a Marilyn Monroe lookalike singing happy birthday to the Navy for its 100 years.

· Pine Rivers Memorial Service – It turned out to be a lovely day on Wednesday, 14 September for the 13th annual memorial and wreathlaying service to honour civilian and service women of Australia.  The local member, Mary-Anne O’Neill MP, Member for Kallangur and the Mayor of Moreton Bay Regional Council, Councillor Allan Sutherland, also attended and the guest speaker was Lieutenant Jodie Hudson, RANR, who gave an interesting talk on her very interesting and varied career from Junior Warfare Officer to her current role as the University Liaison Officer at Naval Northern Headquarters, Southern Queensland.

*****************************************

WRAAF Branch SOCIAL CALENDAR  2011 - 2012
	Date
	Day
	                    Event

	8 October
	Sat (in Sydney)
	Sydney WRAAF Group Reunion Lunch – more details to come

	14-16 October
	Weekend
	Hervey Bay ESW Annual Birthday Weekend 

	23 October
	Sunday
	ESW’s 60th Anniversary Golf Day, Bribie Island Golf Club.

Contact Rosemary on 3879 4889 if you want more details.

	4 November
	Friday

NOW CONFIRMED
	Goodna Memorial Service & Lunch, 11am for 11.30am, Redbank School of Arts, 71 Brisbane Road, Redbank, cost $10 pp for 2 course lunch. Redbank Railway Station is just across the road. Contact Rosemary ASAP 3879 4889 if attending.

	11 November 
	Friday
	Remembrance Day Service, ANZAC Square, Brisbane

	12 November
	Saturday
	WRAAF Branch Meeting & Christmas Lunch

	22 November
	Tuesday
	RAANC Assn Christmas Morning Tea, RSL Rooms under ANZAC Square, 10am, $5 entry fee & lucky door prize, raffles & cent auction.  RSPV 12 Nov

	10 December 
	Saturday
	All Services Christmas Morning Tea


2012 WRAAF BRANCH MEETINGS – TENTATIVE DATES

14 January (AGM & Ordinary General Meeting)  (all Branch meetings are held on Saturdays)

10 March

15 September

12 May


10 November

14 July

Saturday, 8 December 2012 – Other Services Christmas Morning Tea hosted by the WRAAF Branch.

The above Branch meeting dates are subject to confirmation by Brisbane City Council, hopefully by the end of the year.

*****************************************

WRAAF PROFILE

Rosie Forster (Deputy President)
Present Ex-Service Positions:

· Deputy President – WRAAF Branch Brisbane, since 2011

· Treasurer – WRAAF Branch Brisbane, 2008 – 2010

· Member of WRAAF Branch Brisbane since 2005

· Assistant Secretary - Council of Ex-Servicewomen’s Associations Qld

· Delegate - Council of Ex-Servicewomen’s Associations Qld, 2010-2011.

Joined the WRAAF in September 1967 from Hobart, Tasmania.

WRAAF Recruit Course 169 at Edinburgh SA.

Mustering:
Motor Transport Driver, achieved the rank of Corporal.



Served 12 years in the WRAAF before being discharged in July 1979.

Postings:
-  Laverton VIC, Oct 1967 – Jan 1970



-  Richmond NSW, Jan 1970 -Jan 1972

-  Amberley QLD, Jan 1972 – Jan 1973

-  Fairbairn ACT, Jan 1973 – Feb 1978

-  Williamtown NSW, Feb 1978 – Jul 1979

My life after the WRAAF: 

· Employed as a Bus Driver for 5 years in Adelaide;

· Moved back to Tasmania;

· Became one of the first female Bus Drivers in Tasmania, where I was employed for 10 years before being forced to retire due to injury;

· Moved to Brisbane in March 2002, initially for 12 months, but I am still here.

Voluntary Positions

· Volunteer for Make A Wish Foundation since 1997;

· Volunteer for Redcliffe Visitor Information Centre and Community Centre

since 2009.

*****************************************
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Doreen Vance who served in Darwin during the 50’s is being sought by Eslynne Hopper.

Patricia George from Perth who was at 1SD Tottenham in the ‘60s is being sought by Margaret Barbour (nee McDougall).  Tricia was an AMO and later an EDP operator.
Noreen Barry (nee McCabe), Recruit Course 141, Sgt, and Sue Watson (nee Martini) are being sought by Wendy Jones (nee White).  Sue worked at Amberley and Noreen and Wendy were room mates. 

Please contact Rosemary if you have any information on these girls.

*****************************************

MOREE WARBIRD ROUND UP AND FLY-IN

Moree Airport, October 8th and 9th, 8 am to Sunset - Classic warbirds, aerobatics and flights in a warbird.

Call 0432 318 282 or email info@classicaero.com.au
***********************************************

Don’t forget about our WRAAF Branch Library. Contact Dianne Pickering to borrow any item listed below.
LIBRARY LIST 

Books


A Wasp Among Eagles, A Woman Military Test Pilot in WW2

A Woman at War by Eve Scott (2 copies)

Australian Women at War by Patsy Adam-Smith




Australian Women at War, National War Museum (plus CD-Rom and DVD)




Battle of Britain, the Hardest Day 18 August 1940 by Alfred Price




Rosie the Riverter, Women Working on the Home Front in WW2

Salute the Brave – A Pictorial Record of Queensland War Memorials

The Call of Duty – A History of the RSL Hervey Bay




The Dungarees, compiled by Nat McCaughey




The Last Shilling – History of Repatriation in Australia

The Twilight Squadron by Gary Kendall




Untold & Told Stories of the Air Force by Eve Scott (2 copies)




Wartime Recollections, edited by Matthew Byrnes

RAAF Annuals 
Years 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007

Newsletters

Ex-WRAAF Branches in Melbourne, Perth, Sydney and Townsville

Wings Magazine
Volume 49 - 1996 – Nos. 3 and 4




Volume 50 - 1997 – Nos. 3 and 4




Volume 51 - 1998 – No. 2




Volume 52 - 2000 - Nos. 1, 2 and 3




Volume 53 - 2001 - Nos. 1 to 4




Volume 54 - 2002 - Nos. 1 to 4




Volume 55 - 2003 - Nos. 1 to 4




Volume 56 - 2004 - Nos. 1 to 4




Volume 57 - 2005 - Nos. 2, 3 and 4




Volume 58 - 2006 - Nos. 1 to 4




Volume 59 - 2007 - Nos. 2, 3 and 4

VHS Tapes

Plaque Service for WRAAF, November 2005

RAAF March April 2005




WRAAF Dedication 




WRAAF Plaque Dedication




( Airmen’s and Airwomen’s Life, 20 Minutes 




( Junior Officer Training 1995, 18 minutes




( Nurse Training, 26 minutes




( RTU WRAAF Recruit Training Unit 1995, 20 minutes - all recorded 26/8/99)

CD’s / DVD’s

Air Force Week, 2006 (3 copies)

Annual Assembly of Delegates Brisbane 2005




Caloundra Combined ESW Association 32nd Reunion Lunch March 2008

RAAF 85th Birthday Parade, Brisbane, March 2006




WRAAF Anzac Day March 2006

WRAAF Dedication Canberra, 2005 (2 copies)

Miscellaneous

Anzacs – “Don’t Forget Me, Cobber!” – Australia & the First World War

Brisbane City Memorial Walk (2 copies)




RAAF Base Richmond
*****************************************

USEFUL WEBSITES
http://www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-sheets/fs32.aspx
Fact sheet 32 - RAAF service records

This is useful for family history or if you want to get hold of your service record – or anyone else’s for that matter. There is a charge. It covers records that are over 30 years old.  Forward inquiries providing details of the member - full name, service number, date of birth, enlistment or discharge, if known) to the National Archives.

www.ww2places.qld.gov.au
Queensland WW2 Historic Places

Discover the places in Queensland that had military significance or supported the war effort during the dynamic years of World War II.  

*****************************************

DID YOU KNOW ????
There are currently over 10,000 women enlisted in the ADF, either as full-time or part-time members.  The current percentages of women in the ADF by service are:

· Air Force – Approximately 17%;

· Army – Approximately 12%; and

· Navy – Approximately 18% 

And some things stay the same …  Apparently this is what most women STILL want to know before joining up.  Check out the answers at http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/campaigns/womenInTheADF/faq.aspx
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)  
Women in Defence

•
Can I wear jewellery? 

•
Can I wear make-up? 

•
Do men and women have to do the same fitness tests? 

•
Do women have equal opportunities to gain promotions and access courses to expand their skills? 

•
How can I wear my hair? 

•
How fit do I have to be to get in to the ADF? 

•
How many women are there in the ADF and what is the ratio? 

•
What kinds of jobs are available to women? 

•
What leadership roles can I perform in the ADF?
(Dept of Defence website)

*************************************************

RAAF RADSCHOOL MAGAZINE

Vol 36 of the RAM is now out there, you can get your copy by going to www.eastcoastcool.com/radschool and following the prompts to Vol 36.  Or you can go direct to www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol36
*************************************************

CARE PACKAGES

Attached is a list of suggested contents for care packages to Australian soldiers serving overseas plus other information you need to know about sending the packages overseas.  One of our members, Cath Griffiths, recently sent a shoe box package to a Female Soldier in Afghanistan and received a reply from a female Medic in the Australian Army based at Tarin Kowt who was very pleased to receive the parcel and thankful for the ongoing support of the Australian people.  
*************************************************

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Bernie Ripoll, MP, Member for Oxley, has produced an updated Veteran’s Information Kit that is a comprehensive guide to payments and services with current rates of pensions and allowances as at March 2011.  Phone Mr Ripoll’s office on (07) 3818 3900 or email Bernie.Ripoll.MP@aph.gov.au
*************************************************

RAAF Veterans’ Residences Trust

The trust provides residences for former Air Force members and families in “necessitous” circumstances.

Queensland Contact: Bob Taylor  -  3511 1316 

The Trust has 8 units at Greenbank Street, Chermside and 6 x 2 bedroom units & 6 x 1 bedroom units at 511 Oxley Road, Sherwood.

http://www.airforce.gov.au/rvrt/index.aspx
*************************************************

NEXT REUNION – PERTH, WA  - 11 to 13 OCTOBER 2013
DON’T FORGET – The WA WRAAF Branch is taking expressions of interest for the 2013 National WRAAF Reunion to be held in Perth WA.  Forms have already been sent out with previous Branch minutes but are also available from our Secretary, Rosemary and can also be downloaded from the WRAAF website.  A list of registrations so far is attached.  If you have registered you should have received a newsletter and list of names.  The Reunion Committee hope to have an email address in the near future to make contact easier.  They ask that you contact all your ex-WR friends and get them to register.
*****************************************

YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President:
Dianne Pickering
Phone:  3202 7625    Email:  cyclonicdi@yahoo.com.au
Deputy President:
Rosie Forster
Phone:  3889 3728
Email:  rosie93@optusnet.com.au

Secretary:
Rosemary Coleman
Phone:  3879 4889    Email:  coleman39@bigpond.com

152/39 Tewantin Way, Forest Lake Q 4078

Treasurer:
Carol McCool
Phone:  3284 3490    Email:  stewiencarolmccool@gmail.com

53 Kurumba Street, Kippa-Ring Q 4021



Health & Well-Being Officer:  Cheryl Souvlis
Phone: 3286 2076   Email:  silvouscjp@bigpond.com


    1/1 Sunshine Drive, Cleveland Q 4163  
Please contact an Executive Committee member at any time if you have a question, query or suggestion.

General Committee Members :
Bev Stokes, Elizabeth Ryan, Jill Buckland, Sharon Hewitt,
Terri Johnson and Vi Speis.
*****************************************
WRAAF WEBSITE is
wraaf.org.au
DUE DATES  -  Please read your minutes and newsletters when you receive them.  They contain due dates for notifying attendance and paying for functions and unfortunately, in future, members ringing after due dates will miss out.   Payment for functions should be made to the Treasurer.
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